
With this release, Model S owners will be able to use Wi-Fi to enable Internet connectivity, and 
Maps will feature a new “heading-up” orientation. In addition, there are new features and 
performance enhancements for energy saving, driving experience, and vehicle maintenance.  

Wi-Fi & Tethering
Wi-Fi is available as an alternative data connection method with 
this release.  You can take advantage of a Wi-Fi network at home 
or work (e.g., useful for Tesla mobile app access or downloading 
software updates in low-connectivity areas). You can also use a 
mobile hotspot or your phone’s Internet connection via Wi-Fi 
tethering.  

1. To connect to a Wi-Fi network, tap the 3G icon in the status 
bar.  Model S will start scanning and display the networks in 
range.    

2. Select the Wi-Fi network you’d like to use and enter a 
password if necessary to connect.

You can also connect to a hidden network that isn’t shown on the 
list of scanned networks.  Just tap on “Wi-Fi Settings” and enter the name of the network in the 
resulting dialog box. 

For your convenience, the 
MAC address for your 
Model S Wi-Fi is displayed 
when you tap on the “i” at 
the top of the Wi-Fi dialog 
box.

[MAC address stands for 
media access control 
address, and is a unique 
identifier assigned to network interfaces.]

Note: Once you’ve connected to a network, Model S will auto-connect to the network whenever 
it’s in range.

Wi-Fi at Tesla Locations
There is a built-in Tesla Service Wi-Fi access point that your car will automatically connect to at 
any Tesla Service Center.

Home Wi-Fi Advantage
We plan to prioritize roll-out of future software updates to customers using a home Wi-Fi 
network; they'll be among the first to receive new updates.
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Maps
New	  Map	  Orienta-on:	  	  Heading-‐Up
You now have the option to orient 
the map in the direction of travel.  
You can switch between the 
“heading-up” mode—where the 
map is oriented in the direction of 
travel—and the “north-up” mode by 
tapping the control in the center of 
the Maps control bar.

Whenever you tap this control, the icon will turn blue, indicating that the map is tracking the car.  
If you pan or rotate the map with your finger(s), the icon will turn gray and the map will stop 
tracking the car. Tap it again to re-enable tracking.

Compass

A compass will appear in the lower left corner of the Maps app when the map is in 
heading-up orientation.  You can tap the compass to switch to north-up tracking mode.  

One-Touch Navigation
With this release, we’ve refined the 
maps experience so you can launch 
navigation even more quickly.  Now, 
when reviewing a list of possible 
destinations, you’ll see the location 
addresses on the left and pins with 
letters, A, B, C, etc. on the right. Tap 
the address to immediately launch 
navigation or tap on the lettered pin 
to view the location on a map and/
or call the business (when there’s an 
associated phone number).  

Other	  Improvements

• You can now rotate the map manually with a two-finger rotation motion.                             
Note: Manual interaction with the map will turn tracking off.

• Performance enhancements have been made to increase the speed at which touch commands 
are recognized for all map interactions (e.g., rotate, pinch & zoom, etc.). 
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Heading-up tracking mode: 
Map is oriented in the direction                                
of travel. 
        
North-up tracking mode:  Map 
is oriented north.



• The display of the Navigation Route and Traffic overlay have been improved so that each line is 
clearly distinguished from the other. 

• Satellite and Traffic buttons now have icons instead of text labels.

• The Satellite view is now preserved for Day mode and turns off when the car switches to Night 
mode. To view satellite images at night, tap the Satellite button.   

• Search results for multi-location venues (e.g., Starbucks) have been improved to return the 
nearest site first and prioritize others based on your current location.

Display Brightness 
The Display Brightness Auto mode has been tuned to improve behavior at dusk.  After switching 
to Night mode, the brightness setting will gradually decrease from the Day mode brightness 
value down to a relatively dim night-time setting. 

You can alter the Night mode brightness (via Controls > Display) while in Auto to interrupt this 
process. To change the target night-time brightness, set the Display explicitly to Night mode and 
adjust the brightness setting.

Display Energy-Saving Mode
Model S now consumes significantly less energy when not in use.  However, this energy-saving 
mode can also slow the start-up time of the instrument panel, Bluetooth, data connection, and 
mobile app.

You can turn off this energy-saving mode via a setting in Controls > Display. 

Range Display
With this release, we are continuing to tune the way we calculate range and how we determine 
when to stop charging for a selected percentage (to make it more accurate). As such, you may 
see slightly different range numbers on the displays after the software update.  

Note: The actual range from your battery should remain the same.  These changes are solely to 
improve the accuracy of the calculations used to predict range. 

Screen Cleaning Mode
To facilitate touchscreen cleaning, there is now a “Screen 
Cleaning Mode” which will block any touch interactions 
from inadvertently activating buttons and changing 
settings.

Note: The display will darken so it’s easier to see any dust 
or smudges on the screen.  

To access Screen Cleaning Mode, select Controls > Displays.
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Tow Mode
If your Model S needs to be towed, you can engage Tow 
Mode. This setting will keep the parking brake disengaged 
and the car in Neutral.  

Note: The car must be in Park with the brake pedal 
pressed before Tow Mode can be engaged.  

1. To engage Tow Mode, select Controls > E-Brake & 
Power Off.  

2. To exit Tow Mode, press the Tow Mode button again or shift to Park using the gear stalk.

Radio Station Presets
If you have two or more radio station presets (AM/FM/XM), you will be able to cycle through 
these selections via the left steering wheel buttons ( |◀◀ Previous / Next ▶▶|).  If you have fewer 

than two presets, the steering wheel controls will seek the previous or next station instead.

Driver Profiles
Front Seat Heater settings are now included in Driver Profiles.

Creep Setting
Creep performance has been tuned so that creep torque is smoother at low speed (< 5 MPH).

Wipers Service Mode

With this release, you can easily replace your Model S 
windshield wiper blades yourself. 

1. Turn Wipers Service Mode on via the setting in 
Controls>Settings>Vehicle.  

2. The wipers will move to an upright position on the 
windshield so they can be changed easily.  

3. Once they’ve been replaced, you can turn Service 
Mode off. 

Wipers Service Mode is also useful if you need to leave the wiper blades in the upright position 
to clear ice or snow. 

Note:  Wipers Service Mode can only be enabled when the vehicle is in Park (P) gear.

Changing Wheels & Resetting Tire Pressure Sensors

The Model S Tire Pressure Monitors must be reset when 
the wheels are changed. With this release, we've added a 
feature so the sensors can be reset when using a non-
Tesla Service Center to change the wheels.  

1. After the wheels have been changed, initiate the 
sensor reset via Controls>Settings>Vehicle.  

2. Press the Reset Sensors button and follow the 
instructions in the dialog box.  

3. You will need to drive over 25 mph for about 10 minutes to reset the sensors.  
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Note:  Do not use this function to clear TPMS warnings.  Also, if you own a Performance Plus 
Model S, you will need to go to a Tesla Service Center for further adjustment when switching to 
21” wheels.

Owner’s Manual
The Owner’s Manual is now accessible from the touchscreen.  Go to Controls > 
Settings and tap on the Manual button in the lower left to view it.

SOFTWARE UPDATE INSTRUCTIONS

Software Updates
Model S updates its software wirelessly, providing new 
functionality throughout your term of ownership. The 
process to install these enhancements is outlined below. 

Onboard Notification

The first time you enter your Model S after an update is 
made available, you will be shown a scheduling dialogue 
box. You can install immediately, confirm the suggested 
time, or schedule an alternate time. Once scheduled, the 
icon will change color from yellow (unscheduled) to white 
(scheduled). At any point before installation                                                      
begins, you can re-schedule the installation.

IMPORTANT: Model S must be in Park and not driving when new software is being installed. A 
software update can take up to 2 hours to complete so be sure to select a time when the car can 
sit idle for this period. 

If your car is charging when the update is scheduled, charging will temporarily stop and restart 
after the software is installed. If you are driving when the installation is scheduled, the installation 
will be cancelled.

Troubleshooting: If the touchscreen indicates that the update was not completed or if you have 
questions about any other onboard message, please contact our Ownership Experience team at 
ownership@teslamotors.com or 877.79.TESLA
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